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got more than twenty poods of grain left,  and you've-
been feeding this drone !  What is he to you ?   Your own
brother ?   Your son-in-law's father ?  A cousin ?   He's not
any near relation to you.  So far as you're concerned he's
first cousin jelly to second cousin water, and yet you're
keeping him, giving him food and drink.  Ah, you bald-
headed devil!  Hold your tongue, don't bark at me,  or
I'll go to the Soviet myself to-morrow and tell them the
sort of flower you're in love with in this house ! "
Next day the master came into Gregor's room and said,
staring down at the floor:
" Gregor Pantalievich ! Think what you like, but you
can't stay here any longer. I respect you, and I knew
your dead father and respected him. But it's difficult for
me to go on keeping you eating our victuals. And besides,
I'm afraid the government might find out about you. I
don't want to lose my head through you. Forgive me, forv
Christ's sake, but free us of yourself. ..."                           <
" Good ! " Gregor said curtly. " Thank you for giving
me food and shelter. Thank you for everything. I can see
for myself that I'm a burden to you, but where am I to go
to ? All my paths are closed."
tf Go wherever you like."
" All right! I'U leave to-day. Thank you for everything,
Artamon Vasilievich."
''There's nothing to thank me for."
" I shan't forget your kindness. Maybe I shall be able
to do you a service some day."
Deeply moved, the master clapped Gregor on the back.    ^
te Why talk about it ? So far as I'm concerned you could
stay here for another couple of months. But the wife
won't allow it, she carries on at me every day, damn her!
I'm a cossack and you're a cossack, Gregor Pantalievich!
You and I are both against the Soviet regime, and I'll
help you. You go to-day to the village of Yagodny; my
son's father-in-law lives there, he'll take you in. TeU him
Artamon says he's to take you in as if you were his own
son, .to feed you and keep you as long as he can. And he
and I will settle accounts later. Only, you leave us this very ^
day! I mustn't keep you here any longer, the wife's the
master in this house, and besides, I'm afraid the Soviet
may find out. YouVe been able to stay here, Gregory